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ONE DOLLAR A YEAR

By JOHN McELROY
CHAPTER VII

On Hancocks Left
Prisonero taken on the evening of the

Eth had revealed that Longstreet had
isjun to arrive upon the field and a
warning was sent to Hancock to look
out carefully for his left and he pro ¬

ceeded to make dispositions to secure
that flank Barlows Division was al ¬

ready there occupying a strong posi-
tion

¬

with the artillery covering the road
by which Longstreet was expected to
advance This road led from the Ca
tharpin to the Brock road at Triggs
Two accidents occurred to impress
Hancock with the necessity of caution
and the need of reorganizing his corps
which had been so much disorganized
by the very vigor and success of his at-

tack
¬

and showing how much accident
lias to play in the direction of battles
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BATTLE LOOKING TOWARD STORE FROM THE
sketch made Forbes at time

A column of troops was seen approach-
ing

¬

his left flank and hurried prepara-
tions

¬

were made to receive it which
drew some of the regiments out of line
It took some time to discover that the
supposed enemy was a body of conva-
lescents

¬

who had been sent up to re-
join

¬

their regiments and were being led
by mistake into the midst of the Con-
federates

¬

This mistake was fortunately
discovered in time to prevent this ds
aster but the mistake consumed much
time of priceless worth Then a terrific
firing broke out still farther to the left
which was supposed to be an attack by
Longstreet but was really Sheridans
cavalry with their seven shooters en-
gaging

¬

Stuarts cavalry The respite
thus gained was made the most of
the enemy to repair the disorganization
Inflicted by the terrible blow of the
Second Corps Heths and Wilcoxs Di ¬

visions had been broken to pieces and
the men streamed back in confusion
past the open field near the Tabb house
where Gen Lee stood among the small
scattered The ventured him

w
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such that Gen Lee exclaimed to a bri ¬

gade commander My God Gen Mc
Gowan Is this splendid brigade of yours
running like a flock of geese Mc- -
Gowan replied that his men were only
rushing back to get a good to r- -
form and were not whipped Owing to
the configuration of the Wilderness they

not have to go far Wherewr a
run its way thru the Wilderness
It is likely to have valley thru which
it flows filled with tangle of

and grapevines with bluffs on
either side which make natural fortifi-
cations

¬

On the farther of these bluffs
Lee rapidly reformed his men and
brought up fresh troops from Long
street while our men formed on the
nearer bluff with the tangled valley be ¬

tween them and their foe Standing on
these bluffs was like standing on a fort ¬

ress with abatis and other obstructions
in front giving the defensive immense
advantages The Confederates were re ¬

every time they attempted
cross one of ravines and the Fed-
erals

¬

likewise when they moved thru
the entanglements attack the enemy
standing n natural parapets

Iteneuing lie Battle
The blood on both sides was now up

to the last fighting pitch and while Lee
tent orders to up Longstrcets
men and all available troops Grant and
Meade sent Stevensons Division of the
Ninth Corps to help Hancock and Sher-
idan

¬

was directed if possible
Longstrcets Hanks Gen Webbs Bri ¬

gade of Gibbons was ordered
to Birney and having been
wounded and his division hain
lnered it was withdrawn the Brock
road Burnside was sent repeated or- -

ktfctttl

ders to push in and attack the enemys
flank but for some reason he did not
strike with the nor produce the
result that was expected As late as
11 45 a m Gen Rawlins wrote him
Push in and drive the enemy from

Hancocks front and get on the Orange
plank road Hancock has expected you
for the last three hours and has been
making his attack and dispositions with
a view to your assistance

Gen Wadsworths Division was also
sent to Hancocks aid At 850 a in
the divisions of Birney Mott Wads
worth Gibbon and a part of Stevensons
icumcd their attack the plank
road The battle again broke out in all
it fury with our troops pushed for-
ward

¬

in a determined effort to repeat
the successes of the morning These
troops not only found the enemys line
strengthened with fresh men and stand-
ing

¬

in a practically unassailable posi- -
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these

4ion but the enemy was becoming ag
gressive in turn and Cutlers magnifi-
cent

¬

brigade was driven back to the
open around the Lacy house in
disorder after having suffered a heavy
loss The Confederates their
advance so hard that the
were in some danger and Gen Porter
gives this account of Grants unshaken
firmness

Warrens troons were driven back
on a portion of his in fiont of gen ¬

eral stragglers were mak
ing their way to the rear tne enemy
shells were beginning to fall on the
knoll where Gen Grant was on
the stump of a and it looked for
awhile as if the tide of battle would
sweep over that point of the field He
rose slowly to his feet and stood for a
lime watching the scene and mingling
the smoke of his cigar with the smoke
of battle without making any com-
ments

¬

His horse was in charge of an
orderly just behind the hill but he evi
dently had no thought of mounting An

pines was officer to remark to Gen- -
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place

did
makes

briars

pulsed to

to
the

hurry

to attack

Getty
badly

to

vigor

along

eral wouldnt It be prudent to move
to tho other side of the

Gcrmanna road till the result of the
present attack known The General
replied very quietly between the puffs
of his cigar It strikes me it would be
better to order up some artillery
defend the present location Thereupon
a battery was brought up and every
preparation made for defense The
enemy however was checked before
he reached the knoll In this instance
as in many others the General was
true to the motto of his Scottish an ¬

cestors of the Grant clan Stand fast
Craig Ellachie

The Death of Gpn Wailsuortli
In this desperate fighting many splen ¬

did officers fell the principal of whom
was Brlg James Wadsworth
Gen Wadsworth was the best illustra-
tion

¬

of the Ideal country gentleman
man of great wealth owning agricul-
tural

¬

lands of large extent and actively
engaged in farming them ho was a
leader among the people by virtue of
intellect and character He was a farm-
er

¬

like the rest of hia neighbors and
an example to them of how to farm
with the greatest skill and success
Endowed with the highest public spirit
he had a part in all the plans of his
neighbors for the betterment of their
community of his county his State and
the Nation Gen Wadsworth had been
an active Republican before the war a
leader of the party in campaigns and
any olilce in the gift of the people was
open to him He had gone into the
army promptly to bear his share of the
fighting had borne himself with great
gallantry at Bull Run and elsewhere
had been commissioned a Brigadier- -
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General and had commanded a brigade
and division with ability
on several fields It was his division
that met the enemy with such firmness
on the opening of the battle of Gettys-
burg

¬

Wadsworth was a man who
would not send his men but would lead
them and he was leading them splen ¬

didly when a musket bullet ended his
gallant life to the great sorrow of every
member of the Army of the Potomac
and the grief of the whole country

Attack
Longstreet was now prepared to de-

liver
¬

a crushing blow on the left flank
which would be as decisive as Stonewall
Jacksons had been on the right at
Chancellorsvillc On Hancocks loft ran
the embankment of an unfinished rail-
road

¬

from which the blow could be de-

livered
¬

and Longstreet formed four bri ¬

gades behind it When they advanced
to roll up our left flank Longstreet was
to attack vigorously in front The plan
had been worked out by Gen M L

joined the Confederate army and had
been prominent in the operations at
Vicksburg where he commanded a di
vision About 11 o ciock tne lour on- -

Longstreets Adjutant General rmi rped
from the railroad bank and struck Han-
cocks

¬

left with disastrous effect Bri-
gade

¬

after brigade was rolled up and
for a few minutes it looked as if a gen
eral panic was 10 yiisuf
iilinil tor- in tl flnnlf nileri Inrlflrr
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cided to abandon all in front and re
establish his line on the Brock road
where he had made intrenchments the
day before

Longstreet Wounded
Gen Alexander in his Military

Memoirs of a Confederate Riys that
after seeing the -- ffept of Sorrola blow
Gen Smith rode back to Longstreet and
reported an ideal gucuess which was
at once followed ny orders fron Long
street to the rest of his troops to ad
vane Gen Alexander savs

Meanwhile the lUth Va of Ma
hones Brigade had crossed the plank
road in pursuit of Wadsworth and got-
ten

¬

ahead of the other regiments de ¬

tained by a fire in the woods across
their path It was now returning to
find its brigade which was in line near
the road and hid only a short while
before been firing at Wadsworths fugi
tives The 12th on the left of the road
uiih mistaken in the woods for an ad-
vance

¬

of the enemy and fire was opened
on it by the other regiments just as the
head of the column was about to pass
and It rode into the fire Jenkins had
Just before ridden close to Longstreet to
offer congratulations and had said I
feel happy I had felt despair of our
cause for some months but am relieved
I feel assured we will put the enemy
across the Rapidan before night

Jenkins and Longstreet were both
struck the former mortally dying with
in two hours the latter In the throat
passing out behind the right shoulder
Capt Doby and Ilowen an orderly on
Kershaws stan were killed Jenkins s
Brigade leveled to return the fire but
Kershaw shouted and
arms were recovered and the men lay
down without tiring a shot The 12th
Va had also lain down

Longstreet at once summoned Field
the senior officer present to take the
command and press the pursuit one col
umn the direct attack the other to turn
the position along the Brock road Be ¬

fore Field however had taken com-
mand

¬

Gen It II Anderson his senior
had arrived and Lee soon after came
up

Longstreet writes that the plans or-
ders

¬

and opportunity were explained to
Lee but the woods concealed every ¬

thing except the troops along the road
and Leo did not care to handle broken
lines and ordered a formation for par-
allel

¬

battle
Another Lull in the RattV

There was now another lull In the
battle as Lee like Hancock found his
troops so disorganized by their attack
thru the tangled woods that it took him
four hours to rearrange them While

GEN WADSWORTH
Killed at the Wilderness

this was going on Gens Grunt and
Meade were strengthening Hancock for
a renewal of the battle on his flank
Col Leasures Brigade 21st Mass
100th Pa and 3d Md which had been
posted on the left under Gen Gibbon
was now ordered to Gen Hancock to
sweep along hla whole front from left
to right holding its own right about 100
yards from the breastworks and at
tacking any enemy It should find Han
cock reports that Col Leasuro executed
this order with spirit ami success De ¬

ploying his brigade at right cngles to
our line of battle he traversed the en
tiro front of Motts and BIrneys Divi-
sions

¬
crossing the Orange plank road

In his march encountering as he pro-
ceeded

¬

what he supposed to be a brigade
of the enemy which fell back in disor
der without engaging him After this

Continued on page six

INVESTIGATIONS AND LEGISLATION

The Ballinger Pinchot Feud Why is Living High Postal Savings

Railroad Legislation The Presidents Speeches

Investigations and legislation are now- -

very much to the ore And incidental-
ly

¬

the investigations are getting the
most prominence 1 hey are really pip
ing hot at tills juncture For while
President Taft is tugging away with his
legislative program the Investigators on
Capitol Hill are making things hum

There is the Ballinger Pinchot inves ¬

tigation with stirring developments At
last they have gotten around to

Pincliots testimony He opened
with a heavy volley in which he went
at the Secretary of thp Interior ham
mers and tongs Anu before nightfall
Secretary Ballinger cane right back
at him with a statementwhich breathed
fire and defiance

Mr Pinchot read an opening In
which he outlined what he expected to
prove He did this In lieu of allowing
his attorney to make an opening for
him lie told the committee that Secre-
tary

¬

Ballinger had deliberately planned
to betray the conservation Interests of
the country but had been checked by
the public clamor ngalnet him The
Secretary was also chargid with having
deceived the President ami Mr Pinchot
expects to show ns mucli before he is
thru -

Well well That was sntcy stuff after
the investigation had dragged along In
a very dull way for several weeks The
imperative duty beore this country
declared Mr Pinchot Is to get rid of
an unfaithful public servant Those
were ringing words toj project before
the investigating committee Pinchot
attempted without success to deceive
the President wax oneof the vigorous
utterances of Secretary Ballinger lie
will find that It will be equally difficult
for him to deceive the committee

And now the committee is in the
midst of Mr Pincliots testimony It
heard him briefly last week hut his- -

testimony was soon halted in a squabble
as to whether he should be allowed to
detail a conversation Willi the Presi-
dent

¬

It was argued that this testimony
might not be fair to l the President
Then If the President remained silent
he would seem to bo-- acquiescing the
only other alternative being for the
President to appear before the commit ¬

tee and give his version of tho conver-
sation

¬

But no investigating committee
would like to sqmmon the President as
a witness Probably he could not be
legally summoned to appear there The
committee did not resume Its sittings
till Tuesday of tills week but most of
the time till Saturday night will be oc-
cupied

¬

with the dlrecttestlmoriy of the
former Forester anil with his cross
examination

Secretary Ballinger promises to an
swer in full the former Foresters testi
mony when he himself gets ujion the
witnes1 stand As Mr Plnchpt pro-
nounced

¬

by the way as tho there were
no final t has beciLso vigoroun ln his
testimony It In expected that Secretary- -

uamngi win nc equally vigorous in
his testimony j

TliOCost of Living
The cost of living Inquiry authorized

by the Senate to be conducted by a
special committte pf which Senator
Lodge of Massachusetts is Chairman
has also had some spicy developments
A couple of Democrats Senators Sim ¬

mons of North Carolina and Clarke of
Arkansas were assigned to the com-
mittee

¬

but they have not acquiesced In
the plans for collecting information
They wanted Investigations Into lines
which the Itepubllcans thought unnec-
essary

¬

and there was quite a fuss The
critics say the purpose of the Investiga ¬

tion Into high prices s largely political
but Senator Lodge asserts with great
emphasis that it is to be both fair and
thoro no matter what political party is
hurt or favored by the facts

So there has been several warm tus
sles with the result that at last the
committee has agreed upon particular
lines of Inquiry without specifying the
details for doing the work There is
evidently to be considerable contention
between the Republicans and Demo
crats of the committee before it com
pletes Its labors Senator Lodge wants
to get the report before the Senate prior
to adjournment and If that Is done
there will undoubtedly bei a series of
political speeches The Reioiblicans will
want to clinch their side of the case
and the Democrats ditto

Already numerouspeeclK s have been
delivered by Congressmen upon the
subject of high prices it the Senate
and House and before auufences In the
States Senator Lodge himself deliv-
ered

¬

11 pretentious address In which he
asserted that the rise in prices was not
due to the tariff but was a world wide
movement due in considerable measure
to the increased production of gold His
son-in-la- w Representative A P Gard-
ner

¬

of Massachusetts has also of late
delivered a similar speech in the House
enforced by some Investigations and
conclusions of his own

The House Is Unvoting considerable
time to general dctutc which always
means political speeches when a Con-
gressional

¬

campaign Is approaching
and the arguments pro and con about
the high cost of living which some Re-
publicans

¬

say is largely the cost of high
living are being widely exploited The
political situutlon is warming up very
much anyway and Wall Its phases Is
engaging the attention of the men in
Congress They arc bound to have poli
tics very mucn 111 mina irum nun u
till next November

There is also mucluaction In the Sen-
ate

¬

and House this week which no oth-
er

¬

man in the country is watching with
as much interest as the President He
has had a long hard pull tojget the leg¬

islative machinery into even a show of
real motion The wheels are now act-
ually

¬

turning on measures Included In
the legislative program

The Postal Saxlngs Ranks
Just how much or how little that will

signify cannot be told or determined
for some weeks There Is an agree-
ment

¬

to vote upon the postal savings
banks bill Thursday Tommy- - Carter
ns the wise old heads around the north
end of the Capitol stylo the senior Sen-
ator

¬

from Montana has the bill In
charge and asseverates that he has
votes enough to pass it That bodes
well for the Administration altho
Tommy does not say what kind of a

bill it Is going to be when It is passed
The question of thg form of the bill

Is rather essential But tho Republican
Senators are not thinking much about
that The President jivanU the bill
passed In the Senate rin almost any old
form but he wants It passed He is
worn to a frazzle by the bickerings and
delays oversthat measure He trusts to
good luck to get it whipped into shape
somewhere else in the HOljpe or In the
conference committee

As an agreement has been reached to
vote before the legislative day of March
3 expires the Senate Is not inthe mean-
time

¬
paying much attention to the bill

and does not seem to care whether

there is debate and discussion of it or
not Tiiat is ne of the little ways of
the Inited States Senate It never
breakT a unanimous consent agreement
for a vote Senators haggle and deluy
for weeks and weeks as tho they hail
a bushel of speeches to deliver but
when the proper frame of mind for an
agreement for a vote has been reached
tho interest in speeclimaking often oozes
out During the interim a coterie of
Senators have been trying to patch up
some amendments that would make the
bill acceptable to a majority of the Sen ¬

ate The big tussle however is over
tho disposition of the deposits Most of
the Western men Republicans and
Democrats want to prevent the funds
from getting into Wall Street If they
think they cannot prevent that some of
them will cast an adverse vote The
1 louse is also to have a big wrangle over
that very point

The Railroad Bill

There is something doing with tho
railroad bill not as mucli as the Presi-
dent

¬

would like but something It is
out before the Senate In practically the
form that the President had It Intro-
duced

¬

The Senate Committee on In-
terstate

¬

Commerce deliberated over the
bill for a very long time but all the
amendments which were made were
suggested by Attorney General Wicker
sham Thus far the Senato leaders
have made good their word to the
President They told him they would
attempt to get the bill enacted Into law
as he had It framed and they believe
they have the majority to do that But
it will not be done till after there has
been x real old twister of a debate

La Follette and Cummins and Dolli
ver and Clapp and Bristow and an ar-
ray

¬

of Democrats have been preparing
for the assault They are going to do
their very best to get the Republicans
who stand behind the Presidents Com-
merce

¬

Court and behind other provi
sions of the interstate commerce amend
ments Into hot water They will ring
the changes on paragraph after para ¬

graph and will claim that in numerous
particulars the bill Is drawn in the in-

terest
¬

of the railroads The Senate
Commerce Committee has no very good
orators among its Republican members
and it will be interesting to observe how
Senators Elkins of West Virginia and
Aidrlch of Rhode Island come off in
this defensive roll Senators Crane of
Massachusetts and Kcan of New Jer-
sey

¬

never deliver speeches and have
practically no aptitude for that task
Senator Nixon of Nevada also has no
power in debate while Senator Cullom
of Illinois the only other Republican of
the committee who voted for the favor-
able

¬

report is in too feeble health to
participate actively in the proceedings
of theSenntc

While the champions of the bill are
lfandlcapped In this wise many ag
greaslvVHenatdrs are oh the other side
equipped as able debaters and compe-
tent

¬

to command the attention of the
Senate Cummins and Clapp the latter
of Minnesota the two Republicans of
the committee who voted against the
favorable report are goodwranglers on
the floor

Nevertheless a step forward has been
taken with the bill in getting It before
the Senate and In opening the way to its
early consideration there As the Sen-
ate

¬

leaders are confident of a majority
whenever they can reach a vote they do
not have to worry much about the ora-
tory

¬

end of the proposition Under the
assurances that Senators give him the
President Is now turning his attention
to the House He Is trying to pry the
self same railroad bill out of the House
Committee on Interstate Commerce
which is proving no easy task The
House committee has been refusing to
accept the bill as drawn by President
Taft and Attorney General Wickersham
which refusal Is causing some friction
Tho President is confident of straight-
ening

¬

everything out however in the
Interim before the House is ready to
give the railroad bill consideration and
also has assurances that it will be re-
ported

¬

to the House In the form he
wishes

The Presidents Speeches
The President hammers away on his

ideas for legislation and for good ad-
ministration

¬

whenever he has an op-
portunity

¬

to get the public ear He is
making frequent trips out of town to
deliver addresses and these ufford him
a chance to outline what he Is doing
and hoping to do He hns made two
trips to New York City this year and is
planning another trip to up State points
when he returns this month from a
visit to Chicago

All In all he has now planned to
make more than a dozen addresses be-
tween

¬

now and July 1 on a variety of
topics some of which pertain to the
problems with which he is grappling
He sails right into the people who are
opposing and criticizing him even into
the newspapers and generally receives
cordial applause for his efforts He
gave the newspapers a shot when he
was over to Newark N J the other
evening which lias set every editorial
sanctum in the country to buzzing He
thinks the newspapers have been pretty
severe upon a man who as President
is doing the very best ho can to make
good The President lias the same
opinion about the magazines

Meanwhile ho goes ahead getting his
bills perfected and urging Congress to
dispose of them During the last few
days he has put his O K upon an anti
injunction bill and is now trying to
persuade the Senate and House to en-
act

¬

it just as it is drawn One feature
of the Presidents legislative program
is that he objects strenuously to amend-
ments

¬

He is afraid that if Senate and
House attempt to amend the

bill it will be made tho kind
of measure that he will have to veto
He has also put his O K upon some
conservation measures and getting
them advanced against the day of the
session when there may be an oppor-
tunity

¬

to give them legislative consid-
eration

¬

Ho has recently encouraged
the appointment of a Commission of
Senate and House to Investigate tho
several Departments with a view to im-
proving

¬

business methods and cutting
down expenses

While such a Commission was tinder
discussion in the Senate the other day
Mr Aidrlch of Rhode Island made a
statement that Is stirring up wide com-
ment

¬

He asseverated that if as a busi-
ness

¬

man it were possible for him to
assume control of the Government he
could effect a saving of 300000000
annually As the Government is now
costing 1000000000 a year that
meant about 33 per cent of the Govern-
ment

¬

money was extravagantly expend-
ed

¬

The President and Senator Aidrlch
believe it is entirely feasible to reduce
expanses 100000000 u year without
affecting the efficiency of the public ser-
vice

¬

tffatn
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He Came Out of the Roman Incident All Right

A BIG NAYY

The Biggest Guns and the Biggest

Ships Credit for our Shipyards

Slow Promotions Trouble in

the Marine Corps

The word big Is standing out prom-
inently

¬

these days with reference to
Navy transactions at he Capital The
Navy Is to have big new rhlps the big¬

gest of any in the world The big new
ships are to be armed with big iew
guns the biggest in the world And
while it Is yet too early to talk about
the United States having the biggest
navy of the world it is not too early to
talk about its having the best construct-
ed

¬

ships
The vieing for excellence has taken

full possession of the Navy Department
and Secretary Meyer Navy officials
the Secretary leading In that regard
have Imparted that same spirit to Con-
gress

¬

This explains in some part why
the House Na y Committee after weeks
of weary deliberations over the Navy
appropriation bill has voted to build
two ships of 27000 tons burden each
and apparently would have followed
Secretary Meyers plans for ships of
28000 or 30000 tons each but for the
fact that a few more experiments are
necessary with the 14 Inch gun And
next year so the Impression runs Con-
gress

¬

will be asked to authorize 32000
ton ships but that in part is predicated
upon the prospect that the further ex-
periments

¬

with the 14 inch guns will be
successful Then the Navy Department
will be able to go ahead and mount 12
of those enormous 14 inchers upon the
decks of each of the 32000 tonners
and it is calculated that such ships will
be stronger In sea battles than the

of England or Ger-
many

¬

The monsters will have great
speed and as the 14 inch guns are ex-
pected

¬

to shoot effectively at a greater
distance than any other guns In the
world it Is at least theoretically prob-
able

¬

that the new ships can fight a bat-
tle

¬

and finish a fleet of the enemy be-
fore

¬

that fieet can get within striking
distance

Secretary Meyer has been especially
anxious that the Navy should recover
its lost prestige In superior construc-
tion

¬

It was only 40 or 50 years ago
that American ideas of naval construc-
tion

¬

dominated the navies of the world
The building of iron clad ships origin-
ated

¬

in the United States but during
the last 20 years Great Britain has
gained the reputation for turning out
the most modern ships even tho it mav
have been that the shipyards of the
United States have been able to turn
out the best constructed ships Great
Britain originated the Ureadnaught
took up with turbine engines for war ¬
ships even before the United States
Navy had begun to experiment with
turbines and has recently begun ex-
periments

¬

with oil as fuel
It is claimed that Japan has laid the

keels for two ships of 32000 tons bur-
den

¬

or of approximately that and it
has stimulated Congress somewhat to
thinking about such a program for our
Navy Secretary Meyer however has
some preliminary work to do before the
32000 ton ships can be authorized
That includes besides getting the big
guns ready the making of at least three
enormous drydocks in which the big
new ships can be docked and repaired
Docks are now buildings at the New
York Navy Yard at Bremerton Navy
Yard and at Pearl Harbor Hawaii
which can accommodate the largest of
the war craft under contemplation It
takes two or three years to build one of
these enormous drydocks and it also
takes two or three years to build one of
these super dreadnaughts

American Shipyards
The possibilities of American ship

yards in competition with the shipyards
or Europe nave recently oeen illustrat-
ed

¬

in the award by the Government of
the Argentine Republic of a contract
for two 28000 ton ships After a very
keen competition the contract was
awarded to the Fore River Shipbuilding
Company of Quincy Mass whose
President is Francis T Bowles at one
time a Naval Constructor and Chief of
the Navy Bureau of Construction and
Renalr TJie contract thus won from
the British and German yards means a
deal for tbepraatige of American yards
and apparently demonstrates that the

United States can build the best war ¬
ships for less money than European
builders can do The Argentine ships
are to be built forthwith The Foro
River Compwy will build one havinff
sublet the contract for the other to the
Camden Shipbuilding Company of New
Jersey -

These days of big Navy projects how¬
ever mean a tremendous increase In --

expense The 32000 ton ships which
Secretary Meyer has in contemplation
are estimated to cost 18000000 about
three times the cost of an
warship 15 or 20 years ago The In ¬
diana now an obsolete warship but In
her day the crack of the Navy cost
complete for hull machinery armor
armament and other equipage 5983
373 She was authorized in 1890 and
Is of 10288 tons displacement Thfj
Connecticut one of the modern ships of
the Navy having 16000 tons displace-
ment

¬

and authorized in 1902 cost com-
plete

¬

7911254 Shins of the Con
necticut Louisiana class were supposed
to represent the extreme development
of warships In tonnage at the time but
in about live years after those fine craft
were lanched plans are under way for
building warships twice their size

All of which means that before many
years pass there will be a lot of costly
junk in the United States Navy as well
as in the other navies of the world For
the Connecticut the Louisiana tha
Kansas and those fine ships which made
the cruise around the world will have
to be placed in reserve when the 32000
ton ships with 14 inch gun batteries
become sufficiently numerous to make
squadrons and fleets for our new Navy

Various Problems
Numerous problems affecting the fu-

ture
¬

of the Navy are more or less at
issue during this session of Congress
The Navy appropriation bill will be re
ported in a few days and will be scruti-
nized

¬

for indications of the policy re ¬

garding the Navy which the popular
legislative Branch wishes to pursue Tho
matter of further enlistments of jackles
will be cared for in a separate para
graph For along with the authoriza
tion of new ships especially of mam-
moth

¬

ships provision must be made for
manning them Congress will not have
to vote for men for the new dread
naughts authorized this year but before
another naval bill is passed some of tho
big ships like the Delaware and the
North Dakota will be coming into com-
mission

¬

There are now approximately
13000 petty officers and 31000 enlisted
men in the Navy a total of 44000 but
it is only a question of a brief tims
when this force must be Increased to
50000 or 60000 men Each of the en-

listed
¬

men of the Army and Navy now
costs the Government In wages and
support and transportation about 1

500 a year so that every Increase of
1000 in the enlisted force means an in-

creased
¬

cost of 1500000 for the an-
nual

¬

support of the Navy
The Army enlistments are being kept

down to 80000 men and Congress has
shown a disposition against increasing
the Army for the present in spite of
demands for more men and more offi
cers for the Coast Artillery Corps and
also to allow of a large army detail in
the Hawaiian Islands But there is no
escape from increase in the Navy as
long as the new construction program
is continued This is one of the argu
ments which opponents of the big Navy
advance and which will be advanced
with force this year when the Navy bill
reaches the stage of debate

The Navy personnel also brings other
personnel problems to the fore as re-
gards

¬

the commissioned force Then
are now 2S24 commissioned officers of
the Navy of whom 618 are warrant
machinists 371 midshipmen at sea ami
665 staff officers There is also a very
large retired list of 764 officers of whom
144 are Rear Admirais These retired
Rear Admirals alone cost the Govern-
ment

¬

about 700000 a year as their
average pay on the retired list is not far
from 5000 each

But the Department is In a plight for
methods by which the commissioned
force can be made more efficient and
by which younger officers can be ad
vanced to command There are now
27 Rear Admirals on the active list SO
Captains and 121 Commanders Theso
are the officers upon whom the Xavy
has to draw immediately for the com ¬

mand of the big ships and of the squad ¬

rons and fleets But the Captains near-
ly

¬

all are men well toward 60 years of
age and Navy officers go upon the re-

tired
¬

list at 62 years of age Secretary
Meyer has been advocating speedier
promotions for a long time which prop-- r
osltion was voiced anew the other day
by President Taft In a special message
to Congress Matters have reached an
acute stage because there is also a big
and growing hump at the foot of th


